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etc., or else I procured one to officiate in my house;
wherefore, on the loth, Dr. Richard Owen, the sequest-
ered minister of Eltham, preached to my family in my
library, and gave us the Holy Communion.

25th December, 1654. Christmas day. No public offices
in churches, but penalties on observers, so as I was con-
strained to celebrate it at home.

ist January, 1654-55. Having with my family performed
the public offices of the day, and begged a blessing on
the year I was now entering, I went to keep the rest of
Christmas at my brother's, R. Evelyn, at Woodcot.

ipth January, 1655. My wife was brought to bed of
another son, being my third, but second living. Chris-
tened on the 26th by the name of John.

28th January, 1655. A stranger preached from Colos-
sians iii. 2, inciting our affections to the obtaining heav-
enly things. I understood afterward that this man had
been both chaplain and lieutenant to Admiral Penn,
using both swords; whether ordained or not I cannot say;
into such times were we fallen !

24th February, 1655. I was showed a table clock whose
balance was only a crystal ball, sliding on parallel wires,
without being at all fixed, but rolling from stage to stage
till falling on a spring concealed from sight, it was
thrown up to the utmost channel again, made with an
imperceptible declivity, in this continual vicissitude of
motion prettily entertaining the eye every half minute,
and the next half giving progress to the hand that showed
the hour, and giving notice by a small bell, so as in 120
half minutes, or periods of the bullet's falling on the
ejaculatory spring, the clock part struck. This very ex-
traordinary piece (richly adorned) had been presented by
some German prince to our late king, and was now in
the possession of the usurper; valued at ^200.

2d March, 1655. Mr. Simpson, the King's jeweler,
showed me a most rich agate cup, of an escalop-shape, and
having a figure of Cleopatra at the scroll, her body, hair,
mantle, and veil, of the several natural colors. It was
supported by a half Mark Antony, the colors rarely
natural, and the work truly antique, but I conceived
they were of several pieces; had they been all of one
stone, it were invaluable.

i8th  March,   1655.    Went to London,  on purpose to Oxford man is speaking.s the south of Yorkshire.meet with.
